
 

 

 

May 7, 2020 

 

Dear Branchburg Families, 
 

I hope this letter finds you all well and able to enjoy some of the warmer weather that has come our 
way. We are navigating some very difficult times and each day presents new and unexpected 
challenges. 
 

In light of Governor Murphy’s announcement that we will not be returning to school this year, I wanted 
to share some information with all of you that may answer some of the questions you have. 
Unfortunately, there are many questions that will continue to be unanswered for now, but I will update 
you to the best of my ability. 
 

The school year will remain at 180 days, making June 19th our last day of school. Please continue to 
encourage your children to complete their assignments to the best of their ability. If your child is having 
difficulty with any of the assignments, please reach out to his/her teacher. We are also hearing, 
informally, that Distance Learning is beginning to take its toll on our students and their families. I 
encourage you to do what you can and help your children do what they can. We will never be able to 
duplicate the benefits of in-person instruction and the value that children receive from the classroom. 
We trust you, as your child’s parent, to recognize and understand what is best for your child and your 
family. We know that we will be filling in learning gaps for all of our students when we return next year. 
 

I would also like to remind you of the resources we have available to support you and your children. 
Each of our schools has a guidance counselor who is trained in working with children who are 
experiencing anxiety, are struggling to make sense of their situation, or simply need someone to talk to. 
I encourage you to take advantage of these resources in support of your child. Our guidance counselors 
are:      
       

Whiton Ms. Molinaro mmolinaro@branchburg.k12.nj.us 

Stony Brook School Ms. Gallo agallo@branchburg.k12.nj.us 

BCMS 
Ms. Ryan mryan@branchburg.k12.nj.us 

Ms. Nelson jnelson@branchburg.k12.nj.us 

 

If your child has an IEP and they are struggling to manage the components of distance learning, please 
reach out to your child’s teacher or case manager. If you are not sure who the Case Manager is, please 
email our Director of Student Services, Ms. Neely at tneely@branchburg.k12.nj.us. Ms. Neely will be 
able to put you in touch with the right person. 
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The end of the school year is typically a flurry of activity and celebrations. It is hard to imagine how we 
will close out the year when we are not able to see our students, congratulate them on a job well done, 
and learn of the things they are looking forward to over the summer. This is especially difficult for our 
8th grade students, as they are missing an important rite of passage as they transition to a new level of 
education. With the extension of the social distancing/stay at home protocols, our ability to celebrate in 
person is gone, but we will do our best to recognize our students in every “distant” way possible.  Mr. 
Barbosa will be reaching out with some of the details regarding our 8th grade class. 
 

The end of the school year also means that we need to collect library books, classroom books that were 
sent home with our students, musical instruments, and chrome books. Beginning next week (May 11), 
we will have bins outside each school between the hours of 9:00am and 2:00pm where you can return 
materials that you no longer need. Library books do not to be labeled, but all other materials should be 
bagged with a label on the bag that has your child’s name, teacher’s name or Team name. Please keep 
any books that your child is still reading or using to complete assignments, keep musical instruments, 
and certainly keep Chromebooks that are in use. There will be time for us to collect these materials 
prior to the end of school.  If your 8th grader has a balance in his/her lunch account, and there are no 
younger children in the family to use that balance next year, you may request a refund of the balance in 
your child’s account. Please email your request to Ms. DiCosimo at cdicosimo@branchburg.k12.nj.us. All 
other account balances will roll over to the next school year. 
 

Many of our students left personal items in their cubbies, their desks, or their lockers. If there is 
something you would like returned to your child, please let your child’s principal know and it will be 
collected and placed in a bag for you. We will notify you via email when it is ready to be picked up. At 
the elementary schools, if we do not hear from you, we will assume that the items that have been left in 
school have served their purpose for the year and we can recycle them for classroom use next year or 
dispose of them if they have reached the end of their use.  For our students with lockers, we will leave 
everything in place until the summer, with the hope that our students will be able to return and claim 
their personal belongings. If we still need to restrict access to the building in August, we will look to 
develop another plan. 
 

I continue to be grateful for the support you have shown our teaching and support staff as we navigate 
these very unfamiliar waters.  

 

Be well, 

 
Rebecca Gensel 
Superintendent 
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